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Solar Sebastopol Reduces

Toxics in Our Air

Installing a solar system at your
home or business helps you save
money long-term, avoid energy price
increases and supply disruptions, and
improve air quality, by reducing the
toxics that power systems put into
our shared environment. Solar Se-
bastopol, a new City of Sebas-
topol campaign, makes it even
easier to buy solar.

Launched on August 17 at the So-
lar Sebastopol Fair and Celebration
–␣ an event attended by an estimated
2,000 people – Solar Sebastopol has
the goal of supporting the installa-
tion of 1 megawatt of new solar
power in Sebastopol by 2005.  This
megawatt (enough to power 500
homes) will protect the Earth from 4.5
tons of nitrogen oxides, 4.6 tons of
sulphur dioxide, and 2,435 tons of
carbon dioxide every year.  This is
equivalent to a reduction in driving
of 6.1 million miles a year in an aver-
age car, or planting 686 acres of trees
(U.S. Dept. of Energy figures).

For many homes, the monthly
cost of a solar system is less
than current electricity bills.  A
solar system usually pays for itself
within 10-12 years (sooner, if energy
prices rise). Solar installation costs
are coming down, and state and fed-
eral incentives can cut them by as
much as half.

Solar Sebastopol helps home-
owners and businesses take advan-
tage of these incentives while they’re
still available. In addition, to help
make solar energy more afford-
able and easier, the City has:
■ Earmarked $100,000 to carry
the rebate amount of your instal-
lation costs. This means you spend
far less out-of-pocket to get your so-
lar energy project going.
■ Cut the cost for building per-
mits and streamlined the pro-
cess. Instead of waiting weeks for a
permit, now it’s just a matter of days.
■ Led by example, by installing so-
lar panels on the Fire Department and
Public Works buildings. The City is
exploring other possible locations for
public solar installations.

Solar Se-
bastopol is al-
ready attracting attention as
an innovative program.  An Oct. 3 San
Jose Mercury News editorial said that
“the most interesting development
on the solar energy front comes from
Sebastopol, a community of 8,000 in
Sonoma County.... Given the gridlock
in Washington, D.C., and Sacra-
mento, it is encouraging to see local
governments ... responding to con-
sumers who strongly support solar
energy. If all goes well, tiny Sebasto-
pol could show the rest of the state
and nation how local communities
can take their energy future into their
own hands.”

To implement this program and
help property owners with the pro-
cess, the City has partnered with Co-
operative Community Energy (CCE),
a local solar equipment buyers’ co-
operative that won the contract
through an open bidding process.
CCE aggregates buying power to
lower equipment costs by as much
as 35%.  For more information about
Solar Sebastopol, call 829-1999 or
see <www.ci.sebastopol.ca.us> or
<www.ccenergy.com>.

~ Patricia Dines & Rebecca Dwan

BOOK REVIEW

“The House & Garden Audit:
Protecting Your Family ’s
Health & Improving the Envi-
ronment,” by Laurel Marcus,
137 pages

Would you like a systematic way
to assess how you’re doing in cre-
ating a healthy home for yourself,
your family, and the environment?
Then consider The House and Gar-
den Audit, by local ecologist Lau-
rel Marcus.

Using a fun quiz format, this
book walks through your home and
garden, asking how you manage
pests, indoor air quality, energy and
water conservation, and more. For
each element, frowning faces mark
harmful practices, with informa-
tion describing their potential risks
– and smiley faces indicate pre-
ferred practices, with information
about methods and benefits.

As you go through, you can
grade yourself on your current
practices. And hopefully you’ll be
encouraged to choose the healthier
options described – to reduce your
use of pesticides, protect your
property from erosion and fire, plan
and maintain a healthy garden,
conserve water and energy, and
more.  For further information,
there are resource lists throughout.

The book is full-color and illus-
trated –␣ although the design does
feel somewhat hectic, with differ-
ent graphic styles on the same
page, lots of boxes, and a format
that can be hard to sort out. In ad-
dition, readers who prefer to avoid
toxics altogether might object to
Marcus supporting some use of
pesticides. For instance, she gives
a smiley face to using herbicides
“to get weed infestations under
control,” a goal that can be
achieved using less-toxic methods.

On balance, however, this book
provides extensive and valuable in-
formation in a way that cheerily en-
courages constructive improve-
ment in how we care for our
homes, our earth –␣ and ourselves.

To order, send $15 (including P&H) and
your address to: Laurel Marcus & Asso-
ciates, 3661 Grand Ave #204, Oakland,
CA  94610. For more information or large
orders call (707) 869-2760 or email
<lmarcusassoc@ix.netcom.com>.
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The Next STEP (TNS) is published six times
a year by the Sebastopol Toxics Education
Program (STEP).  STEP is a project of the
City of Sebastopol, implemented by local
citizen volunteers. STEP’s mission is to
support city residents in reducing their toxic
use and exposure, creating a healthier and
safer Sebastopol for everyone.

Past issues of TNS are at <www.ci.
sebastopol.ca.us>; look under Programs. An
ongoing index by topic is at
<www.healthyworld.org/STEPIndex.html>.
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